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Ir fincere defire to promote Virtu 
aud Holineſs, is the Reaſon of this 


Diſcourſe being ſent among you. Happ 
for me, if, by the Grace of God, I ma 
lend you to the true fear of his gloriou 


the fulfiling his Law, with 
out which, | for holy Scriptures ſpeak 


* * 


uth there is no promiſing to our 
ſeFves the Happineſs of the next Li 
As it is prepared for the good and fe 
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Wich Idan, entertain, there are none- 
eſtabliſh on ſo ſolid. a Baſis, as well as grounded on 
nable Foundation, as that of the Exiſtente 
Being; at whoſe command the Heavens and 
were pea into that beautiful Order, in Which 
they expoſe themſelves to Mankind; by whoſe gracious Provie 
dence likewiſe they are continually upheld, and. confin'd within: 
the Limits aſſign d them. For without the reſtraining Autho- 
rity ol an all potent God, join d to the Wiſdom of an infinitely. 
wiſe Creator, all things would forſake their ordinary Courſe : 
the mutual Connection of the Earth and Seas, the Dependance 
they haye on the ſuperior Part of the World would on the 
Almighty" 8 withdrawing his Influence, inſtantly diſſolve; and 

imi from whence they. Were originally 
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call d forth to that * gelbe © yſtem i in imbich they now. pe 
form their ſettf Revolittions: | (ems to have bes the 
Opinion of all, who have ſearch'd after Truths with an unpre- 
judic'd and impartial Mind. The very Heatlens, cho bewil- 
der in the Labyrinths of Paganiſm, divided in their Opinions, 
owning a Multiplicity of Deities, and thoſe of various Autho- 
rities, ſome verytnean ones, yet have maſt not leſt us without a 
Wittzels ( and he one of the tleareſt and nd perſuaſive Knowledge 
among them) of their belief in This important Pbint. 
Nothing is ſo agreeable to the Right and Conditien of Na- 
tare, as Government, without which, no Houſe, no State, no 
Nation, nor human Race in General, not the univerſal Nature 
-of Things, not the World itfelf could ſtand. - For the World | 
-obeys God, und both 'the Seas ard Earth obey the iſ 
frame of che Werld, and che Liſe of Man is led in configmity 
£0 the high and ſovereign Law. As all things then are ſubſer- 
vient to the Will of the Supreme Power, God Rlmiglity, it is 
no wonder, that, in ſo many Paſſages of the mered Writings 
| woch ; in the old, us well as new Teltanient, we ure commanded 
and urg 7d to the fear of his moſt glorious and awful Name, as 
well as oy do obſerve a {et of excellent Taws, which in the 
end were proclaitm d to us, for che good and falvation of ev ry 


true believer. Fear Gol, mide” eee Te 
W ords will oblige 1 me'to'fhew, 


. Firſt, Why x we ; ought to ſear God, Se ti Conner | 


ments. 5 

| Secondly, To perſuade” you. to lt by” the Application of fic 
whole. Firſt 
a . han a Legibus, Book Oha. | 
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 mandments; and this Queſtion. will ſufficiently. reſolus iglelf 
| becauſs God is the Author, Preſerver, Prolonger of our Day, 
and according to our Behaviour will undo lengthen or 
contra that Portion of Time, which be has alloted to each in 
this ſablunary State. Our Exiſtence is givin and continu'd to 
us in this World, thateve may be train d up for the Eternity of 
che nent, for which Reaſon, a ſincerely humble and unſeignedl- 
y ſubmiſſive fear and reverence muſt needs be the conſtant in- 
diſpenſible Oury of every one to him, by whom we were fo 
wonderfully made, and at whoſe Command we muſt again re- 
turn inta that primitive duſt from whence u were originally - 
Formed: It was the Advice of Maſer and the Priefts ta the 


F Children of Iſraet..* Thou foalt fear this glorious and fearful 
Name the Lord thy God. And furely this, Admonition would. 


not have been ſo frequently 3 and ſo often ſtampd 
upon their Memories, unleſs their good ox bad Suogeſz in ſome 
Neaſure depended upon it, unleſs according to their filial re- 
gard, or ungrateful forgetfulneſs of their Deliverer, Bleſſings or 
_ Adverſities-would ſurely enſue to exalt or deject them. It muſt: 
needs be the only means of ſecuring, the divine favour conſtam- 
I tous, to retain a laſting, and as due a Senſe as is poſſible fo 
us, of the goadneſs and excellengy of that Deity, from whom 
alone all good things flaw, 38. well as to manifeſt in every + + 
| Action our Gratitude for thoſe we have already received: How. | 
fatal the End, how afflicting the-Puniſhments- of a ec 
behaviour are, the cal pfbs 8 Jorden MENS, . Thor 
they 


Deut. . . c. „% 5M 
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they were fed with Angels Food, conducted forty Veats by a 
_ celeſtial Guide, ſaw their Enemies daughter d by an inviſible 
Power, yet they would not be perſuaded in their Minds, that 
the utmoſt Acts of Gratitude were due to that gracious: Deli- 
verer, or that it was neceſſary "to imprint on anne 2 
true perſuaſion of his all-conquering Power; but immediately 
after that (in compliance to their Petitions) God had raiſe] 
up * Judah to ſubdue ꝓeruſalem, they turned aſide, forgat God, 
who had done fo great things for them, giving his Glory to 
Idols. And The Children of T{rael did sil in the fight of the 
Lord, and ſerved Baalim, and they forſook the Lord God 'of 
Yheir Fathers, which brought them out of the Land of #gypt, 
and follow'd other Gods, of the Gods of the People, that were 
"round about them, and bowed themſelves unto them. For 
which undutiſul and contemptible Behaviour, the Lord gave 
hem up to the Spoilers, and ſold them into the Hands of their 
Enemies. + But, notwithſtanding this gracious Endeavour'to 
recal them to their duty did not take Effect, yet the Mercy of 
God which endureth fox ever, extended itſelf fo far, that tho 
they would not ſue to the mighty Hand that had already 
*work'd ſo many Deliverances for them, tho they would not 
provoke his Aſfiſtance by Acts of Obedience, ſtill vainly ad- 
dreſſing other Gods, or implore his Pity by Prayer and Repen- 
tance, yet he Tais'd up Judges to deliver them, endeavourd 
by further Proofs of his Clemency to awake them to their Duty, 
ſuſpended his Power, and fatisfy'd his Juſtice, that they might 
turn and ſeek*him, but they were ill fo rebellious, notwith- 


ſtanding 


jJjudges, 1 Ch. 152. V. 4 Judges, ch. 11. V. 4 Verſe rg. 
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_ other; wrought ior them in the end of this Chapter, that God 
deliver d them up to the blindnels and inſtability of. their own 


| corrupted Affections and unruly Wills. Or, if we caſt an Eye 
| on theifate' of ſingle Perſons, whoſe Actions; have. not. been go- 


verned and directed by the fear of the Lord; and his unerring 
Will, we: ſhall have a melancholly reſult of ſuch an inſpection. 
The whole Hiſtory of Pharaoh is full of the Judgments of God 


Nahding) theſe tuo Deliverariees ſa mk Hccecding, each 


upon a diſobedient and ungoverned Spirit; even Solomon, the 


wiſe, who had been ſo highly favour'd by the Almighty, (from 
whom thereſore a ſtricter Obedience was requiſite) yet by the 
fond Deluſions and Blandiſhments of his Wives, he remember d not 
che Hand that had ſo copiouſly ſcatter d it's Bleſſings upen him, 


but facrific'd to Chemoſb and Molech idols of the Moabites and 


the Ammonites,*. for which vile ingratitude he eſcaped not the | 


Judgment of God. The tenor ci the Books of the Kings and. : 


Chronicles are chiefly fil d with Accounts to this purpoſe, that 


according as they fear d the Lord, and kept his Command- 
ments, ſo was their Condition render d happy or miſerable; 


and this affected not only the Rulers, but alſo thoſe they go- 


verned. So that, throughout the ſacred Writings, the fear of _ 


* 


the Lord, and the keeping his Commandments, is the grand 


Duty of all; as well as the fountain from whence our Proſpe- 


"rity and Comfort undoubtedly flows. The royal Pſalmiſt 
makes frequent mention of the Bleſſings which ſhall happen to 
them that fear the Lord, - declares, it is the beginning of Wi 2 


- dom, f that is, the andi of a holy and religious Pradtife, 


* in the beginning of the next, t and throughout the 138 Pſm. 


recounts 
* Book of Kings, rrch. 4 v. f. 111. You Mos 7 ® 


(8). 


tecounts the various teas of che divine Goodnefs that ſhalt 
farely befall them ; but for rhoſe who wilt remain, like Pla- 
raab, Bigots to their own obſtinacy, he ee ys 
with the Rod, and their Sin with 
| As the Commandments of God made known. by: 3 
Tradition of Moſes were ſoon out of the Minds of a 
haſty and head-ſtrong People ; afford the I ualites x laſt- 
ing Memorial of the obedience requird, to ſecure to them ſtill 
the ineſtimable Privilege of being a peculiar People to God, and 
to the intent that they might not always be ſeeking the law at 
the Mouth of the Prophet; it pleas d the Almighty to deliver 
to Moſes a facred law on Mount Sinai, ſealing it with his Thun-- 
der and Lightning, ( Proclaimers of the divine Majeſty ) and 
to renew his Covenant with their. Children -at Horeb forty 
Years afterwards, adding in the moſt compaſſionate Manner, his. 
deſire that they would be ſolely conducted by them. O, that 
there were ſuch an Heart in them, that they would fear me, 
and keep al my Gommandments, that it might be well with- 

them, and with their Children for ever. + And if theſe Com- 
mandments were to be had in ſuch perfect Remembrance, and 
ſuch ftrict Obſervance by thoſe under the old Diſpenſation, 
with what faithful exaRtneſs ought we to obey our Creator s. 
Twjundtions, who have alike taſted of his Benefits and Deliver- 
ances, with the Addition of a moſt gracious Revelation to en- 
force and explain tous the neceſſity of them. | 
That we miglm entertain no ford Notion, chey containad: 
any thing grievous, or beyond the reach of human purſuit, it 
pleas d our: bleſſed Redeemer to be a perſect Pattern of them 
. | all, 


Deut. Chap. 5. V. 4. 4 Deut., Ch. 5. V. 29. 
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| | ew vo his ra von as — wah heavealy ken and 
Irfferid an iguominiqus Death to redemm, as well as painfully 
livid to aſſure us, we muſt mak de nale da, if we N 
2 bleſſed Inheritance hereafter. „ 

The uſeſulneſs and neceſſity of this S bare 
carat. it we will not ſhut our Eyes againſt the Convictions 
of our own Reaſon, or our bleſſed Maſter's Declarations. + For 
when a certain Ruler asked what he ſhould do to inherit eternal 
Life, he anſwer d, he muſt keep the Commandments.* When 
a certain Lawyer + ask d him the ſame Queſtion, he anſwer d 
him, he knew what was written in the Law, bid him obſerve 
that, love God with all Sincerity and Truth, this do, and you 
Mall live, that is, inherit eternal Life. 


„ 


22 The Mind indeed is naturally averſe to ew ry thing that would 
„force a reſtraint or curb upon it; but if our Actions were not 
a to be bounded by ſome conſtant and obligatory Rule, a fatal 
— extravagance, and beaſtly licentiouſneſs muſt unavoidably be the 
Id. unhappy Conſequence of em. In order then to reconcile, anti 
5, render this excellent Law, that would tye us up to Virtue ang 
* Holineſs, more agteeable to us, let us not look upon it, as if 


8 Siwa, to ſhew the Weine Authority, but let us take a curſory 


review of it, as it is (or wught to be) -engrav'd on the Tables 
4 of our Hearts, and ſee, as ar as human Search will carry us, 4 
ng For what end and deſign Na 1SObedience was demanded to it. 


t And if it proves to be deſigud purely for their G we fall 
as "riſe — in Judgment againſt ontſclyes'as often as We e gr lalld by 


7 pany 25 Ch. V. 11. * Like 10 Ch. v. 25. 
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the Hiſtory of thoſe Times in which it was firſt promolged, 
"will want no Reaſon for the beginning of it; it is before: men- 
tion d, that the 1/raelites, to whom it was ſent, upon evry 
groundleſs ſurmiſe of God's forfaking them, every new-ſtart of 
diſcontent, or when his Goodneſs and Holineſs could not in- 
dulge them in their favourite Vices, tho fluſh'd with mighty 
Conqueſts by his omnipotent Arm, yet murmur'd within them- 
felves, and expecting that Protection from Idols, which they 
haſtily ſuppos d, the (indeed) only potent God could not or 
would not afford them, facrificed and bowed unto them. Te 
prevent which flagrant Injuſtice, to deter em from being any 
longer guilty of the like Indignity, and to ſecure em from 
appoſtating any more, or falling i into the like error ; God ſpake 
theſe Words, and ſaid, I am the Lord thy God, thou fbalt 
have no other Gods but me; and leaſt this divine Revelation 
ſhould not avail, and ſecure them to the Worſhip of the true 
God, leaſt their Minds ſhould be {till guided by Deceit, it plea- - 
ſed him to enfore this Commandment with another of a ſimi- 
lar Nature, that they might know how long Puniſhment 
would attend their turning aſide to falſe Gods, or bowing unto 
them. Indeed it ſtartles Reaſon to find that, any Nation could 
obſtinately perſiſt, in an Error, ſo conttsdictory to their own 


happy Experience. They acknowledged that. the fame God 
wrought all their Deliverances, tho they ſo often deny'd him. 
What other Power could > There can be but one which has 
neceſſarily exiſted from all t Eternity, infinitely Perfect and Po- 
tent, zhe ſame J efterday, to De and for Euer; becauſe two- 
| EE 


Exodus, Ch. 20. V. 1. 2. 
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or branded in the New Teſtament by our Saviour and his A- 


his affronted Power, their Conſciences reproving them for this 


Le oat iid ap pong, 


over your Lips, always bearing in your Minds the Remem- 


Name in Vain. 


9 


infinitely Petsch, or two Beings, each comaining; alt belebt 
on poſſible to be contained, muſt needs be 4 Contradiction ta 
the meaneſt Capacity. The Lord — 15 ons God, and bes 
e is none elſe. * 

But who would ftill believe, that vain Oaths, and raſh To Again $ 
precations (if not Blaſphemies) are forbid by the divine Law. 


poſtles, when (be it confeſs d with Sorrow) they have gained 
ſuch an Aſcendant over the inner Man, and fo great Approba- 


tion in the Mouths of too many amongſt us, as if they were 


Embelliſhments to Diſcourſe. We may daily hear Abundance of 
Men invoking God to deſtroy thoſe Souls for. which Chriſt died; 
but when they are on the Brink of Eternity, we ſee em forced 
to catch hold of any Thing willing (were it poſſible) to-eſcape 


ſhameful and ſinful Cuſtom. Stand in Awe then and ſwear 
not. The Judgement of God will not always ſleep, it is a 
cloſe tho ſilent Obſerver, that treaſures. up Wrath, and wilt 
furely ſtrike at a Time when Juſtice prompts it, and when: 
Men are folded in their Slumber of Security. Set a Watch 


brance, that God will not bold him Guiltltſs that taketh bis 


What comes next 905 our Conſideration, is the ecih ; 
Regard we ought to ſhew to the Duties of the Sabbath. God ** 
Almighty would never have prefix d an extraordinary Memento 
to it, if aur Minds would naturally have led us to o the conſtant 


* Dent, nn 


and due Obſervation of it. Men indeed have with one Con- 
ſent agreed, that the Day was ſacred (and ſeveral learned 
Men affirm that even the Heathens without the Advantage of 
the divine Scripture, knew the ſeventh. Day: to be facred, and 
therefore gave it Honour) and have reſted from their labours 
Ordinary, but too few in theſe Days keep it holy, falſly ima- 
gining it only requiſite, and ſufficiently agreeable to the divine 
Will to abſtain from all Manner of Work. Others again pre- 
tend it was of force alone to thoſe under the old Diſpenſation, 
but the manner of delivery confirms the perpetuity of it, and 
ſhews that it is ſtill of equal Authority, with the reſt of the 
Law, becauſe written by the Finger of God in the Tables of 
Stone with it, to ſhew its durable Continuance, and therefore 
under any plauſible pretence whatever cannot be exempted. 
The former of theſe Errors is a deceit fo agreeable to carnal 
Minds, that the generality of Men are moſt willing to indulge 
themſelves in it, but if that Perſon was put to Death who had 
Teemingly to human Opinion ſome ſhadow of a Reaſon for 
breaking the Sabbath,“ of how much ſorer Puniſhment ſhall the 
-Children of theſe Generations be rhought worthy, who not 
-only refuſe to exerciſe it in Prayer and Meditation, but employ 
it in impertinent Converſation, or in purſuing what their un- 
bridled Paſſions prompt them to. And if the Iſraelites when 
in the Wilderneſs, were forbid gathering Manna f ( which at 


that time was their only Food) on the Sabbath Day, or if the 


ſeeking relief for Nature's Neceſſities would not excuſe God's 
_ ds and in thoſe DIS what can we think will prove a 


n 


1 < Numb. 15 Ch. V. 32.33. + Exod. 36 Ch. V. 25. 26. 
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Lilloodtery Attonement for cur Mifapplication of it; obo ber 
{© many more and greater C Obligations than they had to be 
mindful of it, and to keep it holy, and how that i is to be done, 


Ou 


few or none can be ignorant. 
The remaining Part of the divine "Fury or the Ceond-Teble 


A ſo apparently delign'd for the good and benefit of Mankind, 1 


that it muſt both amaze and confound rational Creatures, even 


the very Violaters of it, when their Paſſions are cool and Rea- 
ſon ſits Predominant, to perceive how human Eloquenee muſt 


exert itfelf to invite and perſuade to it; as if the Werd of God 
wanted that glimmering light Man attains by the faculty, or 
intellets, which are the reſult of our Creator's fiat, to direct 
his fellow Creatures to the neceſſity and uſefulneſs, or to exhort 


them to a dutiful and chearful Obſervance, of iti. Fo: proceed 


then in our review of it. The Duty and Obedience to Parents, 
is in itſelf ſo pleaſing and natural, that one would readily ſup- 
poſe it wanted not a divine Precept to enforce it; * ſince one of . 


and Education, and.ought, ſo far as is neceſſary, to be ſpent in 
© their Service. To them therefore he is freely to afford his Goods. 


of Fortune, of Body, and of Mind; as if he had only borrowed 


0 them from cheir Kindneſs, and was now to reſtore them in theim: 


B- 8 8 | ""- 


ut 


the chief natural Duties is, that we take due care ſor the Main- tell | 
'* tenance of thoſe, whom Nature hath enjoin'd us to cheriſh with 
* a peculiar Concern and Regard, that is, our Parents. Again 
Juſtice requires that we en aner to ſatisfy aur greateſt and 
oldeſt Debt, our debt to our Parents. RM 
Every one ought to be fix d in his Perſuaſion, a n 
e poſſeſſeth belongs to them, from whom he receiv d his Birth, 


ce. 


£ Parents in our Actions only, but in all our Words and Conver» 


7 


q —— Gre aud — long * —— on 
* his Account. Nor eught we to expreſs our Reverence to our 


* tion. We are obligd to yeild to their Paſſions, and to the = 
common Effects of them, ever conſidering what juſt Reaſon a 
Parent hath to reſent the leaſt injury or diſreſpect from a Child, 
Here then is nothing requir'd, but what is pleaſing to the grate» 
ful Mind, what it is glad to put in Practiſe. Add to this, that 
thoſe who obey this Command, have, even in this Life, their 


Reward. Thus Jacob bleſſed Joſeph, and entreated the Lord 


to prolong his Days. Thus alſo the Rechabites, Sons of Jona- 
dab, when they were commanded by their Father to free them- 
ſelves from that Complication of Iniquities in which they were 


intangled, becauſe they conquer d their diſſolute Intemperance, 


ſuppreſs d their immoderate Deſires, and renounced their Cove- 


touſneſs, God rewarded them with this moſt welcome Bleſſing, 
Jonadab, the Son of Rechab, ſhall never want a Man to ſtand 


before me for ever, that is, his Poſterity ſhall continue and 


'be in my favour for ever + So pleaſing and acceptable to the 


Almighty is the fulfiling of this Commandment. To proceed... 


| rer Jo do no Murder, nor the leaſt Injuſtice, is a Truth to which . 


all muſt unavoidably agree; for neither could Government nor 
Society ſubfiſt, where they ſhould be indulged. Men (where 
not roſtrain d by a conſcientious fear) would be perpetually 


þ | A davaging mw laying wafte the Rae of the Ne to en· * 
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themſelves 0 bas to prevent the — ah 
— an valimied Power, the Almighty law g ver declares, be 
that ſmiteth a Man ſo that be die, ſhall ſurely be put to Death, 
and that for the unjuſt - (St. Paul declares) they all have 
their Portion with the unbelievers in the lake which burneth 


with Fire. Nor is the ſinful. Act of Adultery le$ prejudicial Anat A 


to the eaſe and quiet of Society, and is therefore diſtinguiſh 455 
by various Puniſhments in different Nations, none of Which, 


according to the Deſcription of them, are eaſily undergode: 
Should it eſcape the Cogniſance of publick Jjuſlice, yet it creates 


Envy and Malice, Strife and Contentions, breeds a Revenge 
that will never ceaſe, ſometimes Death artfully diſguis d makes 
Attonement for it. Nor, if there is any Truth in the ſacred 
Writings, is it leſs offenſive in the Sight of God; even Davie, 
the Man of God, F having felt the ſevere Marks of his divine 
diſpleaſure for this deadly Act. It prepares the way for all ini- 
quity to ſurround us, ſince it will break thro any thing for its 
darling object, as in the caſe mention d. With what warineſs 
then and circumſpection ſhould every one ſuppreſs the firſt in- 
ordinate deſires that riſe in his Heart, ſince our bleſſed Lord 
hath declar d, he that looketh. on a Woman to luſt after Bes, 
has already committed Adultery with her in his Heart. t And 
the holy Writer declares, that no a can enter mo . 
the Kingdom of Heaven. |} 5 

Again, to defraud, or connive at any n * 
er Damage of another, is ſo deſtructwe of that Harmony by 
which Societies muſt * that 1. may — /7- 


ſo 
® Exodus, Ch. © 1. 22; Þ al Beck e cn g 10, 28 . 
I Matt. 5 Ch. 28 Ver, | St. Paul to the Cor, 1 Ep. 50d. I . | 


w 


© human Nature, and that moſt noble End for which Providence 
* ſeems to have given us the Dominion and Poſſeſſion of the 
World. How | carefully then ought we to preſerve it in the 
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60 berel a Command, ( the divine Author of which provides 
ſor the good of the whole Creation ) even the moſt diſtant | 
Appearance of it. * Honeſty is the Excellency and Dignity of 


ſtricteſt Senſe, * remembring it is a Law among the Bibliuns, 


ann not to touch the moſt enticing thing chance throws im their 
if abb. Way, for unleſs they laid it there themſelves, it is not to find, 
| Phe 6 6-* they ſay, but to ſteal.” But alaG! no Law, Civil nor Sacred, 


can reſtrain many in theſe Days from plunging themſelves into 
an Abyſs of Miſery, as a Reward for their diſhoneſty ; frequent 
Theſts are committed round about us almoſt daily, and the 
Courts of Juſtice are filld with Criminals . of this Nature. 
What are theſe, but ſo many Witneſſes of the degeneracy. of 
rhe Age? Let him then that hath ſtole, ſteal no more, for 
* a Soul, in which diſhoneſty hath taken up its Seat, cannot but 
be in perpetual diſorder, becauſe when it attempts any thing 
* with never ſo much Secrefy, yet it hath no Aſſurance that the 


fact will always be andiſeoverd, but rather in all his Words, 


Actions and Dealings manifeſt a ſtrict Regard to his Love of 
Juſtice, leaſt the Almighty who ſeeth the inmoſt thoughts, 
thould ſnatch him away in his evil Work, and overwhelm him 
in the fearful Judgment, while there is none to help. 

Io finiſh this Head. It is commanded that no falſe Witneſs 


" ſhould be exhibited againſt any one neither that any thing be 


en which another poſſeſſes, becauſe by practiſing the for- 
* 


. - -4-Exod: 21 Ch. 4 Va * I 


_ — — . Rr ITEeey TIS r erode BOS bn bot oh ad heb * 7 25 
R * R : f : . 
%* & 80 ; 4 bs r + 
4 = 4 - 7 1 1 
8 * 
o * 4 L 
5 * 
A L 
* 0 ; * 
+ - 
7 
x 
1 * 
7 — v 
f * 
7 3 : 2 
4 = * — 
* 
* F : 


. Jon Few as raiſing a falſe K Report we may 5 caltly 1 dhe 
8 5 and, what is not much dearer, the Life of the moſt 
innocent, by giving a looſe to the latter, or indulging ourſelves 
in the deſire of what another Enjoys, when time has ripen d 
that deſire into a perſect fondneſs for, eſtabliſh'd it into an in- 
ward wiſhing and ſecret Approbation of, like King Abad#'s for 
the delightful Vineyard of Naboth,* we may be conquer d by 
our fooliſh Admiration, and drove in the end to endeavour at 
the poſſeſſion, by ſuch deceittul and wicked means as Ahab did. 
Indeed + covetouſneſs in all its Shapes is moſt inhuman and ſinful. 
It is plainly manifeſting a diſcontent with the Lot aſſigu d us, it 
zs an utter diſclaiming all belief that God will provide our daily 
Suſtenance, it is taking thought for the Morrow, which our 
merciful Saviour hath ſtrictly forbid, it is an appropriating to 
ourſelves what was deſi ign d for univerſal Benefit, it is woliing 
what the Apoſtle tells us is the Root of all Evil, it is maſap- 
plying it in hoards, while it might lighten the Calamity, and 
leſſen the Miſeries of our needy fellow Creatures, for which 
- Purpoſe our Abundance was moſt undoubtedly defign'd. Covet 
earneſtly then the beſt Gifts, the Grace of God, and Aſſiſtance 
of his holy Spirit, and let your Charity ( like that of the pri- 
mitive Chriſtians ) be known to the n Part of the diſco- 
a vered en, 
The Words of the Text have detain ind you ſo long, that i it 
makes me fear y our Attention will be wearied out, before the 
few Reaſons, I propos d to offer to perſuade you to what has 


been ſaid, are diſmiſſed, and to apply the whole to on _— 
Times. In order to do that, Ns 


 * 4Bodkof King, #3 Os + Againſt Coretouſnes 


85 "If we conder the ſhameful A — ad ebe of 
great Parc of Mankind for — 
Years paſt, we ſhall ſurely deem it neceſſary to amend our 


Lives, while God awaits our Repentance, and not to trifle with | 
his Mercies, - like the obſtinate and hypocritical Jews. If we 


may preſume to judge of our Condition with the Almighty; 
ſeveral Circumſtances in the times ſeem to ſignify that abuſed 
Mercy is near arming the divine Juſtice, the preſent Scatcity, 


and unhappy future Proſpect ſeem to me to demonſtrate, that 


dur Behaviour has not been altogether pleaſing to him, who is 
of purer Eyes than to behold iniquity. What then muſt we 


expect, if we {till proceed to provoke him by diſobeying his 


- Commandments, or if we do not ſincerely fue to him for Par- 
don of our paſt Sins with that Fear and Reverence, which is 
moſt juſtly due to his divine Majeſty ; but whether Mercy wilt 
ſtill ſuſpend the divine Vengeance or not, yet there ought to be 
go Moment, in which we are not furthering our Salvation. A 
merciſul Saviour hath afforded. us all the Light and Aſſiſtanes 
we could poſſibly deſire or expect, the holy Scriptures are a 
{ufficient Revelation of the Will of God, as well as a Rule, by 
which all our Actions are to be guided; - what more then ean 
we (without danger ) wiſh for, ſince our Condemnation and 


irrevocable Fate in the next. World will undoubredly ectereaſe, 


en to our failure in what we know. 


ent, thei Day is at hand, and will ſurely come when no one 


looks ſor it: Be not deceived, * n | 
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Be ye ſaber then, and watch unte Prayer, The Night 5 js far 


found without afeng and” year W Ry remembring 
at is ſo particularly declar'd by the holy Apoſtles in ſeveral 
ages of their ſacred Writings, that neither the Unrighteous, 
Fornicatiors, nor Idolaters, nor Adulterers, nor Abuſors 
themſelves with Mankind, nor Thieves, mor Govetous, nor 
unkards, nor Rovilers, nor Extortioners ſeal inherit the 
nodom of God. HB 4 

10 whom Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, be all Adoration 
d Praiſe, Power and Dominion, now and evermore. Amen. 


* Corinthians 1 Ep 6 Ch. 9. 10. Verſes 1 | 
N 1 * 1 8. „ 


. SN RAT Aa 

4 1 1 and in the J. following 7. and , 
— kl P. 8, J. ** and afford, r. to afford. P, 125 the 23 J. r. 
the violation of it. F. 20, 1.1, v. Whoever conſults the Hiſtory, de. 


10 T, 16. nn 
wordly Allurements 


* 


s 


* 


* 

* 
& 
: 


2 


* 


„ 3 


A e 8 enn, 5 Vas. 


* 

i 
* 
4 


i 


. "Q 


a _'F 


TY & -— VE" . „  * e 1 5 8 1711 Arran 
r 4 a or 5 2 ws 1 WE 


WY 
4 


7 


. 


3 


* Dr 1 7 


4 


* *\ | 
229 Aar 1 FOG. 
Ow ia 11014 8 


KI 


4 


| % 2833-3355. 6 FEAR, 
"8 CY 5 25 


( 7 . 2-4 „ 
—4 4 142 „ 4 4 1 * J "2 
| | : 5; — 1 * 2 * | * 2 , 
. 5 1 4 nee * 
F 


> : 5 #LET" 
» = © 
* * 
4 * 
' 
8 
> D * 1 8 + - A 5 2 
2 5 s 1 = ” be 
2 4 ö " 
2 I 0; 8. * 1 . - * 
- ? : 
* * 18 2 1 
8 0 : 88 2 
* — . WI 4 * 
175 


13 Ot | DOORS A Ivo. "o& * * 2 ? : " _— +, 
8 — © . 1 wy 4 . F 

PIR 93 FP , ? - 7 * . 

3 > med. r RY | D 

P 2 * I 8. a . : b » 6 4 J*Xx 05 A A8 8 42 — 3 2 \ Bf 

"42; * 1 ' - ge .* 424 A 6 2 £ 4 


N | $4 PS > vw. +24 oe bs $ * »4 # io q xl p 


"AS, 1 797 — — * 2 rene? | y ie, 

+ af dos * 

5 8 1 aeg eee. $3 1 5 Den N 444. * — 
5 5 . — 1245 


5 > 


| 8 8. 2 8 5 525 | ES * #4 ts <br: +> 4 0 0 2 3 _ * Benny «5 & 


4s * &* 7 % 


— 
1 


45 
47% 


1 N N * 
* . * 
<4 "yg . * . PL 


<3” 
N 


£ 
* 
11 
* 


* * * 
q a. : ws IS : 

C 4 * * . 4 5 
nt Vu \ 92 1 


2 $5 


— 
— 


—— 


S 


